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“On the return trip home, gazing through 240,000 
miles of space toward the stars and the planet from 
which I had come, I suddenly experienced the universe 
as intelligent, loving, harmonious.”

Dr. Edgar Mitchell                                                                       
Apollo 14 Astronaut, 6th person to walk on the Moon, IONS Founder
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IONS reveals the interconnected nature of 
reality through scientific exploration and 
personal discovery.  



February 2020
 

Dear IONS Friends,

On behalf of our entire staff and Board of Directors, we invite you to explore this annual report to see 
how your support is advancing the field of noetic sciences.

We invite you to learn how your contributions are helping make a measurable difference in our world.

We invite you to step into a bold future with us — one with a vibrant, mission-driven and ecologically-
focused campus for scientific breakthroughs and personal transformation. 

Together we’re building on our unique legacy of accomplishing an important shift in worldview — a 
collective mission of unfolding possibility and new realities where we recognize that everything and 
everyone is interconnected — and so we really are all in this together.

This reality was tangible in Santa Clara, CA last July at the 18th IONS International Conference. While 
our speakers inspired from the stage, a magical, transcendent quality pervaded the event floor as 
participants shared their personal stories of extraordinary experiences of interconnectedness. The 
encounters we had with each other were like rocket fuel, further empowering our common passion 
and our mission to lead IONS at this moment in history.  
 
With so much dividing us as people, it’s important to spend time together immersed in what unites us 
as humankind.
 
On the pages that follow, you’ll read how we’re accelerating our vision of a noetic future by continuing 
to sharpen our strategic focus, improve our fiscal health, and advance the stewardship of our “living 
laboratory” — the sacred land we call EarthRise.  A crucial driver of our progress is a profound board-
staff partnership that is aligned, impassioned, and intent on making a measurable impact. 
 
As we approach IONS 50th anniversary in 2023, we’re eager to engage and expand our circle of 
IONS supporters.  So yes, you’re invited.  You’re invited to join forces with us, to share your dreams 
of a noetic future with us, and to celebrate our progress as shared in this annual report with us.  Our 
accomplishments are your accomplishments.
 
 
With gratitude and positive anticipation,
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Claire Lachance
Chief Executive Officer

Claudia Welss
Chairman, Board of Directors
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Pillar 1 
IONS 

Discovery Lab

Pillar 2 
IONSX

Pillar 3 
Infuse Noetics 
into Daily Life

Conducting the largest study ever 
done on the effects of transformative 
practices and experiences on wellbeing,                    
self-transcendence, and extended human 
capacities.

Our “moonshot” — an application-driven, 
multidisciplinary research program to 
reliably and robustly demonstrate the 
influence of human intention on a physical 
system.

Developing and delivering experiential 
programs that provide tools and practices 
to access inner wisdom and experience 
interconnectedness.
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Pillar 4 
Uplift 
Culture

Pillar 5 
Strong 
Foundation

Driving communications and partnerships 
that amplify our work, enabling noetics 
to permeate and uplift culture around 
the world.

Stewarding noetic sciences, safeguarding 
the field for future generations and 
aligning people management with noetic 
values through a sustainable, integrity-
driven business model.
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WANDER THESE 
ROLLING HILLS,
FEEL THE MAGIC 
AND MAJESTY
Since 2000, the Institute of Noetic Sciences has served as 
stewards for this majestic land we call our home — the EarthRise 
Transformational Learning Center and “Living Laboratory.” 

The campus houses our scientific research laboratories and 
hosts over 6,000 people per year in over 200 workshops, 
practices, retreats, and experiential modalities that are elevating 
well-being, creativity, and transformation. At EarthRise we 
fuse scientific exploration and personal discovery with the 
amenities of a modern retreat center, all held by this mystical, 
inspiring land.

Honoring the Miwok indigenous tribes who were the original 
inhabitants of this land, these 194 acres of rolling hills an hour 
north of San Francisco continue to serve as a beacon — calling 
educators, philosophers, coaches, artists, scientists, spiritual 
masters, and explorers together to deepen an awareness of 
our interconnection and to explore how this awareness can 
bring about a noetic future for all.

To learn more or bring your group visit: noetic.org/earthrise

“The whole mystical sensibility that is 
at the foundation of IONS is palpable, 
making it an especially wonderful place 
to hold spiritually related events.”

Marguerite Rigoglioso 
Seven Sisters Mystery School
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E A R T H R I S E
T R A N S F O R M A T I O N A L  L E A R N I N G  C E N T E R

A N D  “ L I V I N G  L A B O R A T O R Y ”
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We hypothesize that everything 
is interconnected, and that 
embodying this awareness reveals 
information and energy not limited 
by space and time, which can 
profoundly amplify transformation, 
innovation, and well-being.

For over 45 years, we have been turning the lens of 
science into the farther reaches of our inner knowing. 
With hundreds of experiments and 
corresponding peer-reviewed published 
papers, we continue to build a body of 
knowledge that is helping us unlock the 
deeper mysteries of what it means to be 
human at this time in history. 

We have come to learn that noetic 
experiences of intuition, awe, creativity, 
healing, and more are common and readily 
accessible to each of us; that bringing 
a rigorous scientific method to these 
experiences can allow us to engage with 
these topics objectively and intelligently; 
and that this inquiry — revealing the 
interconnected nature of reality and the true 
extent of our human capacities — is one of 
the most important things we can do for the 
sake of humanity.

Learn more about our research at noetic.org/science 

“The universe is a great 
spread-out net with, at every 
joint, a gem and each gem not 
only reflecting all the others 
but itself reflected in all.”

Joseph Campbell
American professor of literature at 

Sarah Lawrence College“IONS represents the 
frontier of the science of 
interconnectedness, which 
is what I live every day as 
I contemplate humanity’s 
expanding role among the 
stars.” Dr. Yvonne Cagle

NASA Aerospace Surgeon
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PsiSwitch 
Using Sensitive Inanimate Physical Systems as Targets 
of Intentional Influence

This project seeks to demonstrate that it is possible to 
control devices at a distance solely by mental means. 
There are ample examples of conventional brain-
computer “telepathy” interfaces, such as Facebook’s 
Building 8 and Elon Musk’s Neurolink. Unlike these 
existing neuroscience techniques which decode brain 
electrical activity, PsiSwitch would operate via direct 
mind-matter interactions without regard to distance in 
space or time, and without relying on electromagnetic 
detecting or signaling. Such a switch would be the basis 
for communications and control systems that could 
operate in contexts where conventional methods cannot 
— such as deep space, deep sea, and through time.

The exciting news: All of the systems tested above show evidence for mind-matter interactions. While the 
absolute magnitude of the effects are small and the direction of influence is not reliably predictable, our 
preliminary studies provide enough promising results to continue along this line of research.

Our ongoing research is investigating ways of amplifying these effects to make them more reliable and 
robust. To that end, we have created a global online platform to more easily test multiple targets and 
operators simultaneously. Additionally, we are building a framework for performing online experiments 
where participants mentally attempt to influence various targets such as random number generators.

The Next Phase of PsiSwitch

Our ongoing research is investigating ways of amplifying these effects to make them more reliable and robust. 
To that end, we have created a global online platform that makes it easier to test multiple targets and operators 
simultaneously. On this platform, we are building a framework for performing online experiments where 
participants mentally attempt to influence various targets such as random number generators. 

To learn more, visit: noetic.org/ions-x/going-deeper

Our first five-year research project will leverage our multidisciplinary team, transforming our 
scientific impact from revealing statistical significance to creating real-world applications.

An application-driven research 
program aimed to demonstrate 
practical examples of nonlocal 
consciousness in the world.IONSX

“The universe is a great 
spread-out net with, at every 
joint, a gem and each gem not 
only reflecting all the others 
but itself reflected in all.”

Joseph Campbell
American professor of literature at 

Sarah Lawrence College“IONS represents the 
frontier of the science of 
interconnectedness, which 
is what I live every day as 
I contemplate humanity’s 
expanding role among the 
stars.” Dr. Yvonne Cagle

NASA Aerospace Surgeon



10

IONS
DISCOVERY 
LABIDL
The IONS Discovery Lab is, to the best of our 
knowledge, the largest study of its kind on 
transformative practices. Since launching this 
project two years ago, we have collected over 
1,400 participant surveys from 50 different events, 
workshops, or experiments.

The study consists of a survey and a series of tasks 
that are administered to participants — either 
online or in person — before and after a workshop 
or event. When taken at our EarthRise campus, we 
also include 4-channel EEG and EKG recordings.

With the pre- and post- data collected to-date, we 
have started to explore some profound questions 
and have begun to unlock the mechanisms 
embedded in transformational practices that arise 
in wisdom traditions, extraordinary experiences, 
and healing modalities.

“Our ancient experience 
confirms at every point that 
everything is linked together, 
everything is inseparable.”

His Holiness                               
the 14th Dalai Lama
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THREE MAIN FACTORS       
BEING MEASURED:

Subjective experience of 
interconnectedness 

Extended human capacities 
(psi)

Levels of innovation, well-being, and 
attitudes toward and experience of 

transformation 

THREE RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
BEING ASKED: 

What, if any, relationship exists 
between these three factors?

Are these factors affected by  
different practices?

Do certain participant characteristics 
influence the factors or the 

relationships between them? 

EARLY ANALYSIS
While the study is ongoing and growing in data points, some early analyses have been revealing. 

When we look at the relationship of the three factors with the data we have today, we see that a person’s 
subjective experience of interconnectedness has a strong positive relationship with multiple factors, 
increasing with: 1) more years of education, 2) the personality trait of “agreeableness,” 3) a sense of 
openness, and 4) belief in and experience with the paranormal. Their sense of interconnectedness is also 
positively related to their well-being. 

The remote viewing task also shows interesting results. These tasks measure a person’s ability to describe or 
give details about a target that is not normally available to our traditional five senses due to distance, time, 
or shielding. We found that higher remote viewing scores are related to the trait of “positive affect,” or a 
person’s propensity to experience positive emotions 
and interact with others and with life’s challenges in a 
positive way.

Moving from Pilot Phase to Formal Study:
We anticipate completing the pilot phase of this 
study in mid 2020. We will then analyze the data 
and begin to develop particular hypotheses that we 
can test in the formal phase of the IONS Discovery 
Lab. Additionally, we are  translating the survey into 
additional languages, starting with Spanish and 
Chinese, to further broaden the scope of the study. 

Learn more at noetic.org/blog/idl-early-findings

“Our ancient experience 
confirms at every point that 
everything is linked together, 
everything is inseparable.”

His Holiness                               
the 14th Dalai Lama
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IONS Channeling Research 
Program: 2016 to Present
We hypothesize that, at some level, all people 
have the ability to access information and energy 
not limited by space and time, and that the way 
in which we access this and express it can be 
conceived as our noetic signature – both having 
similarities with others and yet unique to each 
individual. 

Channeling is a term often used for many aspects 
of this experience.

The channeling experience exists on a spectrum from very commonplace intuition or gut hunches to the rarer 
trance channeling where the channeler believes a discarnate being is directly communicating to the listener 
by accessing the channeler’s body. The channeling phenomenon has been present throughout history, and in 
many cultures, gathered in texts and anecdotal evidence.  

What Can Science Tell Us?

Case studies and experimental evidence document that some information retrieved through channeling 
is veridical, useful, and otherwise not available through germane circumstances. For example, Edgar Cayce 
was a trance channel that had a number of his predictions and medical diagnoses verified, and for decades 
the U.S. Government funded StarGate, a parapsychology research center in which the attributes of psychic 
abilities were investigated. 

Given the length of time channeling has existed 
among humans, we feel it is important to understand 
more about these phenomena. By leveraging the 
scientific method to explore the validity of channeling, 
we may learn more about how our consciousness 
transcends our physical bodies, or the nonlocal nature 
of our consciousness. While some research has been 
conducted elsewhere, until we launched this program, 
there were no large, coordinated efforts to answer 
essential questions on channeling. 

Building on decades of previous work at IONS and 
elsewhere, the IONS Channeling Research Program 
aims to answer six research questions:

ADVANCING 
THE FIELD

1.	What do we already know from 
published and unpublished 
resources about channeling?

2.	How common is nonlocal 
consciousness reception and what 
are its characteristics? 

3.	How does channeling work?  

4.	Are there defining characteristics 
of someone who is able to receive 
information more easily? 

5.	Can we verify the information?

6.	Is the content useful?



New Patent Provides Non-Invasive 
Method to Study Gene Expression
Using a process that’s as easy as gargling, 
researchers can now gather data to understand 
how various stimuli activate gene expression in 
humans. Through a non-invasive method newly 
patented by IONS Scientist Dr. Garret Yount, 
study participants can now provide a sample of 
their RNA by swishing a mouthwash solution for 
30 seconds, a painless and preferable alternative 
to drawing blood with a needle.
 
Learn more about this patented groundbreaking 
technology at  noetic.org/new-patent

13

Findings From Our Research

For the last four years, the IONS science team has successfully implemented a comprehensive research 
program on channeling, using rigorous and systematic methods and resulting in numerous peer-reviewed 
papers. Our biggest findings include that the channeling phenomenon is common, not reflective of mental 
health pathology, and has specific and definable characteristics including the positive impact on one’s life. 

Through our research, we have gained an understanding of how channeling might work, including learning 
from channeled material many of the qualities that make a channel a channel. We are currently verifying 
these findings through continued study of biological or genetic involvement. We have also demonstrated 
that channels can receive verifiable information that they could not have access to otherwise and aim to 
replicate these findings. Through this holistic and rigorous program, IONS is demystifying channeling, bringing 
a scientific understanding to a long-practiced and barely understood human phenomena. 

To date, we have published over a dozen peer-reviewed papers from this program. We will continue to 
explore the mechanisms by which the ability to reveal information and energy not limited by space and time 
manifests in individuals, and how we can harness these abilities to expand our sense of interconnection. 

For a deeper investigation of some of our papers on this topic, please visit: 
noetic.org/blog/exploratory-study-channeling and noetic.org/channeling-physiological-changes
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Exceptional Healers Pilot Study
This past year we embarked on one of the largest 
and most complex research projects in our history, 
the Exceptional Healers Pilot Study. Over several 
months, we hosted 17 subtle energy practitioners 
from a wide variety of modalities. Each practitioner 
spent a week conducting healing sessions with a 
total of nearly 200 participants seeking relief from 
the pain of Carpal Tunnel Syndrome. 

The basic aims of the 
study were threefold: 

1.	To determine the feasibility and 
preliminary effects of a study of 
this type

2.	To evaluate the psychobiological 
mechanisms by which subtle 
energy practitioners achieve 
health outcomes

3.	To discover the mechanisms by 
which subtle energy is transmitted 
from practitioner to receiver

Phase 1 Is Complete

In this study we focused on people who experience 
hand or wrist pain. Participants came to our campus and 
completed a number of questionnaires and physiological 
tests, along with a 30-minute energy healing session in 
our electromagnetically shielded chamber. Intake data 
included the clients’ pre-session expectations about 
energy healing and their current and past pain symptoms. 
The physiological tests included heart rate variability and 
synchrony (between participant and practitioner), wrist nerve conduction velocity, and gene activity via collection of 
salivary samples using Dr. Yount’s newly patented method. Additionally, we looked at environmental factors through 
potential changes in quantum noise, in the magnetic field, and with water samples which were analyzed for changes in 
evanescence, pH, and conductivity.

While we are still analyzing the vast data collected, preliminary findings demonstrate that the pilot study was a 
resounding success. Perhaps most importantly, the majority of clients reported a reduction in pain from before to after 
the session, and continued to maintain that pain reduction at the three-week return visit. This demonstrates that this 
type of study is indeed feasible to pursue on a larger scale.

Regarding the psychobiological mechanisms by which 
subtle energy is transmitted, the study found that overall 
heart rate and respiration decreased during the session, 
while heart rate variability and synchrony increased, 
indicating greater coherence between healer and 
participant as the session progressed.

One of the most dramatic results was an environmental 
measurement using the Quantum Number Generator. 
It recorded significant deviations in background entropy 
during the healing sessions as compared to control 
periods, suggesting that the healing sessions caused 
entropic ripples in spacetime.

To learn more, please visit: 
noetic.org/exceptional-healers



IONS IN THE WORLD
Engaging in Noetic Conversations with His Holiness Dalai Lama
IONS Board Chairman Claudia Welss was issued a special invitation by the Templeton Foundation to 
attend a private meeting in New Delhi in April 2019 on the science of mindfulness and compassion 
with His Holiness the Dalai Lama. The meeting was in collaboration with the Center for Contemplative 
Science and Compassion-Based Ethics at Emory University and was also attended by a delegation of 
World Economic Forum Young Global Leaders.

Expansion of IONS Partnership with the Octave Institute in China
Members of the IONS team traveled to China three times in 2019 to expand the partnership with the 
Octave Institute, while members of the Octave team traveled to California in July to participate in the 
IONS Conference, with founder Fred Tsao serving as a keynote speaker.  

IONS CEO Claire Lachance and scientist Dr. Garret Yount participated in the Quantum Leadership 
Program at Octave’s Sangha Retreat Center in Suzhou in April and July respectively.  In November, 
Claire Lachance and members of the Science Team — Dr. Helané Wahbeh, Dr. Arnaud Delorme, 
and Dr. Garret Yount — were speakers and group moderators at Octave’s AT ONE Conference and 
Festival, addressing the theme “New Paradigm: New Era of Well-Being.” 

Transpersonal Psychologists Explore Eco-Spiritual Transformation And Channeling
In April 2019, Director of Research Dr. Helané Wahbeh gave a presentation on IONS channeling 
research to approximately 350 professionals at the Association of Transpersonal Psychology, 
building on ATP’s commitment to fostering practices and perspectives that will lead to a conscious, 
co-evolution of society.

The Largest Gathering of Parapsychology Professionals from Around the World
IONS hosted the Parapsychology Association at our Earthrise Campus, the largest international 
professional organization of scientists and scholars engaged in the study of extended human 
capacities. IONS Chief Scientist Dr. Dean Radin, joined by our Science Team, taught participants the 
techniques and standards necessary to achieve rigorous, peer-reviewed scientific publications in this 
domain. 

IONS Research Expanding Into International, Interdisciplinary Fields
In June, IONS Scientist Dr. Arnaud Delorme spoke at The Science of Consciousness 2019 conference 
in Interlaken, Switzerland, highlighted by Nobel Prize in Physics winner Roger Penrose on Artificial 
Intelligence, Computation, Physical Law, and Consciousness. 

15
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For full bios of our scientists and fellows, please visit: noetic.org/science/scientists-fellows

Arnaud Delorme, PhD, Scientist
Arnaud Delorme, PhD, is a CNRS principal investigator in Toulouse, France, a faculty member at 
the University of California, San Diego, and a Scientist at the Institute of Noetic Sciences. He is a 
long-term Zen meditator, and has taught in India on the neural correlates of conscious experience 
in a Master’s degree program for the Birla Institute of Technology.

Garret Yount, PhD, Scientist
Garret Yount, PhD, is a Scientist at the Institute of Noetic Sciences. Dr. Yount’s primary interest 

is bridging molecular neurobiology with aspects of consciousness and the nonmaterial mind. 
He began his formal studies in consciousness research with a small grant from the Institute 

of Noetic Sciences in 1995, which allowed him to work with biofield practitioners and spiritual 
healers in the laboratory.

Loren Carpenter, Scientist
Loren Carpenter revolutionized the entire film industry through inventing rendering and modeling 
algorithms for image synthesis and visual effects. In 2001, he and two colleagues were awarded the 
only Oscar statuettes ever given for computer science. He recently transitioned from his position as 
Senior Research Scientist in Disney/Pixar’s research division to that of a Scientist at IONS.

Dean Radin, PhD, Chief Scientist 
Dean Radin, PhD, is Chief Scientist at the Institute of Noetic Sciences and Associated Distinguished 
Professor at the California Institute of Integral Studies.  Before joining the research staff at IONS in 
2001, he held appointments at AT&T Bell Labs, Princeton University, University of Edinburgh, and 
SRI International.  Dr. Radin is author or coauthor of hundreds of technical and popular articles, 
some 100 peer-reviewed journal articles, four dozen book chapters, and four best-selling books. 
He has given over 500 invited presentations and interviews for government, military, business, 
scientific, and popular groups around the world.

Helané Wahbeh, ND, MCR, Director of Research
Helané Wahbeh is the Director of Research at the Institute of Noetic Sciences and an adjunct assistant 
professor in the Department of Neurology at Oregon Health & Science University. Dr. Wahbeh is 
clinically trained as a naturopathic physician and research trained with a Master of Clinical Research 
and two post-doctoral research fellowships. She has published on and spoken internationally 
about her studies on complementary and alternative medicine, mind-body medicine, stress, and 
posttraumatic stress disorder and their relationships to physiology, health, and healing.

S C I E N C E  T E A M  &
G L O B A L  F E L L O W S

Our international team of physicists, biologists, 
naturopathic doctors, computer engineers, and more 
are on the leading edge of their respective fields, 
leveraging their expertise to further our understanding 
of noetics.
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SELECTED PEER-REVIEWED PAPERS
•	 Garret Yount, Dawson Church, Kenneth Rachlin, Katharina Blickheuser, and Ippolito Cardonna.        

“Do Noncoding RNAs Mediate the Efficacy of Energy Psychology?” Global Advances in Health and 
Medicine 8 (January 2019): 216495611983250. https://doi.org/10.1177/2164956119832500.

•	 Amira Sagher, Bethany Butzer, and Helané Wahbeh. “The Characteristics of Exceptional Human 
Experiences.” Journal of Consciousness Studies 26, no. 11–12 (2019): 203–37.

•	 Helané Wahbeh and Bethany Butzer. “Characteristics of English-Speaking Trance Channelers.”     
Explore. In Press (2019).

•	 Helané Wahbeh, Cedric Cannard, Jennifer Okonsky, and Arnaud Delorme. “A Physiological 
Examination of Perceived Incorporation during Trance” [Version 2; Peer Review: 2 Approved]. 
F1000Research 2019, 8:67 (Https://Doi.Org/10.12688/F1000research.17157.2).” F1000           
Research 8, no. 67 (2019). https://doi.org/10.12688/f1000research.17157.2.

•	 Arnaud Delorme and Tracy Brandmeyer. “When the Meditating Mind Wanders.” Current Opinion           
in Psychology 28 (August 2019): 133–37. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.copsyc.2018.12.006.

•	 Tracy Brandmeyer, Arnaud Delorme, and Helané Wahbeh. “The Neuroscience of Meditation: 
Classification, Phenomenology, Correlates, and Mechanisms.” Progress in Brain Research 244           
(2019): 1–29. https://doi.org/10.1016/bs.pbr.2018.10.020.

•	 Dean Radin. “Parapsychological Association Presidential Address, 2018.” Journal of Parapsychology     
83, no. 1 (2019): 5–12.Wahbeh, Helané, and Nina Fry. “iRest Meditation for Older Adults with 
Depression Symptoms: 6-Month and 1-Year Follow-Up.” Int J Yoga Therap, January 21, 2019.       
https://doi.org/10.17761/2019-00029.

For full list of our peer-reviewed published papers, please visit: noetic.org/science/publications

Peter Bancel, PhD Rupert Sheldrake, PhDRoger Nelson, PhD

Stanley Krippner, PhD Cassandra Vieten, PhD

Marilyn Schlitz, PhDJulia Mossbridge, PhD

Michael Sapiro, PsyD

Joshua Weiss, MD

G L O B A L  F E L L O W S
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Noetic thought continues to spread across the globe. In 2019 
24 new Community Groups were launched in 11 countries.
Places With New Groups in PURPLE   |   Places With Current Groups in BLUE

For a full list of community groups, please visit: noetic.org/experience/community-group

IONS develops and delivers 
experiential programs that provide 
tools and practices to access 
inner wisdom and experience 
interconnectedness.

Infusing 
Noetics into 
Everyday Life

IN 2019 WE DELIVERED: 
13 Research-Based Programs

To 2,600 New Participants Via Our 
Online Elearning System
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In 2019, we offered Conference attendees a program called The Possibility Accelerator, designed to 
support them in deepening and embodying the wisdom that was arising for them at our Conference, 
and provide them with practical tools they could take back into their lives.

Focusing on the concept of a “moonshot,” an ambitious effort to achieve the seemingly impossible, 
we developed a 60 page Conference workbook that asked questions like: what bold, audacious, 
future do we want to work for? What transformations do we want to see for ourselves, our families, 
our communities or the world at large? In the weeks following the Conference we delivered a six-part 
web-based workshop to almost 200 people, nearly 20% of all conference attendees.

This pilot program proved successful in inspiring people and activating them towards achieving their 
moonshots. We are currently developing the program for a more formal launch in 2020.

Learn more at noetic.org/experience/possibility-accelerator 

Envision 
the Possibilities

When we imagine, we create neural pathways in our 
brains, supporting new thoughts and behaviors. Here is 
an exercise from the Possibility Accelerate to support 
this process.

The Possibility Accelerator Formula
IMAGINE | REVEAL | IGNITE

Read the following visualization. Then close your eyes, 
focus inward, breathe in a few centering breaths, and 
dive into your imagination.

Take the time you need to experience your desired world 
fully and deeply.

When you are ready, gently open your eyes and note 
what has bubbled to the surface.

IMAGINE 
THE WORLD

TRANSFORMED
Paint a picture of a thriving future, 

an existence beyond our current limits  
and  illuminated by the fullness  

of human potential.
	

Color it... expand it. 
Immerse yourself in this possibility

 and  allow the experience to be  
more and more real.

	
What aspects of this world 

don’t currently exist in material reality? 
What is different about this vision  
from your typically experience of  

day-to-day reality? 

What has been transformed?
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The IONS International Conference has spanned 28 years, featured 
over 700 world-renowned speakers, and gathered more than 
15,000 people. Throughout the years it has been a place where 
leading thinkers and wisdom keepers gather to explore topics at the 
intersection of science, spirituality, social change, and technology.

For our 18th International Conference, we 
were delighted to return to where we held 
the first public conference back in 1992 — 
Santa Clara, California. This year, nearly 
900 community members, visionaries, and 
change makers came together for four days 
to explore and co-create a future where 
inner wisdom and science work together to 
address some of the most pressing issues 
in our world today.

The Possibility 
Accelerator:

Creating Our
Future Now 

“A miracle is not 
the intercession of 
an external divine 
agency in violation of 
the laws of physics... 
It is an expansion of 
what is possible.”

Charles Eisenstein
Author of Sacred Economics
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Featuring over 90 presenters and 
attendees from over 30 countries from 
around the world, we explored topics 
spanning the fields of astrophysics, 
molecular biology, indigenous wisdom, 
mind-body healing, consciousness 
and technology, extraordinary 
human capacities, and more! It was a 
truly multidisciplinary and visionary 
exploration into humanity’s next 
moonshot.

To watch the videos go to noetic.org/conference

“Mind expanding! I felt for the first 
time, in a long time, hopeful for the 
future of our country and the world. 
I felt inspired by the people I met 
and the presenters.”  

“An uplifting experience expanding 
the intellectual, spiritual and 
experiential qualities of our 
interconnectedness. I always come 
away feeling nurtured and more 
open to shining my light.” 

Curating Conversations at the 
Intersection of Knowledge and Knowing
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

$3,030,000 
$2,631 ,000 

$51 ,000
$5,712,000

$13,000
$269,000 

$80,000

$362,000$362,000

$900,000   
$7,213,000

$324,000
$8,437,000
$2,775,000

  $5,662,000  $5,662,000

$1,916,000 
$2,425,000 

$692,000
$666,000

$5,699,000

Research & Programs
EarthRise Learning Center

Intellectual Property
Total

Change in Net Assets
Depreciation 
Interest

Net IncomeNet Income

Assets 
Cash 
Campus * 
Other

Total Assets
Total Liabilities

Net  AssetsNet  Assets
*Book Value

Research & Programs
EarthRise Learning Center

Administrative  
Fundraising

Total

INCOME 
BEFORE DEPRECIATION 

& INTEREST

BALANCE SHEET 

53%

46%

1%

RESEARCH 
& PROGRAMS

INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY

EARTHRISE

INCOME

33%

43%

12%

12%

RESEARCH 
& PROGRAMS

EARTHRISE

GENERAL
ADMIN

FUNDRAISING

EXPENSES

The IONS team continues to strengthen financial performance and stewardship, with three straight years of net 
income growth and the launch of the IONS 50 initiative to proactively address deferred maintenance and expanded 
utilization of our campus.  Total spending of $4,341,000 toward science and experiential programs is the highest in 

IONS history, continuing the path of advancing our mission more rapidly than at any time before.
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VISIONARY CIRCLE 

Anonymous (22)
Anne Adams
Richard & Connie Adams
Carole H. Angermeir
Peter & Alison Baumann
Douglas J. Binzak
Richard L. Bishop
Tahdi Blackstone
Tom Bliss & Debby  
     Jackson-Bliss
Margaret Briggs
Ron Buck
David Burt
Tom & Lisa Butler
Wendy Byrd
Trisha & Bert Campbell
Eleonore E. Caracciolo
Loren & Rachel Carpenter
Joan & John Casey
Arthur Chapman
Joanie Ciardelli
Rita Clark
Carol R. Cole
Suzanne Connor
Julia Cordill
Diana Cornelius
Michelle Cortright
Mr. Stephen Curtiss
John & Ruth Decou
Mari Diffley
Luanne Donnadio
Mitch Dullnig
Kathleen Erickson Forder
Anna Ferraro
Adelaide Finseth
Raymond & Susan Fix
Kathy & Gary Flynn
Shirley A. Freriks
Nancy Garbett
Helena Garvin
Helen W. Geiger
Dr. Edward Gelardin
Jane Hughes Gignoux
Denis Greene
Patricia L. Haas
Olivia Hansen
Richard and Nancy Haskin
Drs. Michael and Mary  
     Havercamp
Sandra Heywood, Ph.D
Dr. Marcia A. Hillary
Heather Hilton
Sandra & Charles Hobson
Edwin C. Holloway
Mrs. Gail Howell
Reed and Marge Jacob
David A. Jewell

Katherine S. Kaiser
Bill & Betti Kalahurka
Myrna Katz
Jacqui Kaufman
Dr. Margaret A. Kaufmann
George Kemnitz
Dr. Sumedha M. Khanna
Mr. James Knight
Dottie K. Koontz
Barbara Kornas
Josephine Laing
Joy Lasseter
Ingrid LeBlanc
Calvin and Marilyn LeHew
Helen Leigh
Stephen Leisge
Walter Link
Bert & Jane Lucas
Lou Marincovich
Melissa Marosy
Jeanie Marshall
Bette Martin
Mrs. Dawn Martin
Austin & Ruth Marx
Diane Mason
George & Karen McCown
Adele McDowell
James R. McKnight
Deanna & Robert McMain
Barbara Menzel
Christy G. Michaels
Deborah Miller & Gerald Gowan
Maxwell Milton & Joan Bird
Devaa Haley Mitchell
Steve and Brooke Moeller
Daniel Mosher
Sharon Nash
Linda S. Naylor
Mrs. Carol L. Nicholson
Pieter Noomen
Sherry Noone
Linda O’Bryant
Jan Ogren
Colleen O’Harra
Cindy Pedersen
Gael Perrin
Dan Petersen
Patricia Beck Phillips
Colleen Porter
Jean A. Pritchard
Bruce & Nancy Roberts
Edward Robinson
Marius Robinson
Jon Rodden
Barbara E. Rohde
Jakob Rosing
Dr. Jack Sawyer
Bob Schimel

Fred Segal
Mara Senese & Trygve Depuis
Charles & Andrea Silverstein
Christiane Singer
David and Dee Smith
Judi Stauffer & Rick Hubbard
Dr. Helen L. Stewart
Dr. Marian R. Stuart
Mary Stuart & Bill Clutter
Bart & Pamela Swain
Dr. Elsa M. Swyers
J. Kay Tormey
Eldon Keith Van Vliet
Linda Vollstedt
Janet Walden
Elizabeth Walker & Leo Masiero
Elizabeth R. Wallmann-Filley
Ian & Victoria Watson
Barry Wolfer
Dr. Frederick B. Wood, Jr.
Zsuzsanna Zborovszky
Myrna Zezza
Mike Zimburean
Trish Zimburean
George Zimmer

HONORARY VISIONARY CIRCLE
(Deceased)

Anonymous (5)
Estate of Stuart Abelson
Doug Arkett Estate
Bruce & Helen Bennett
Ray Benton Family Fund
Charles Brush
Donald E. Burchardt
Maryjane Cleary
Virginia Collier
Marguerite Craig
Carla V.R. Delray Estate
LuAnne Dowling
Barbara Felt Estate
John F. Forkner
C. Lawson Graffin

Maurice & Margaret Griffel
Esther Vera Mae Knopp  
     Hamel Trust
May M. Harding
Jane A. Herrberg Estate
Estate of Hal Herreman
Lydia Hicks Estate
Anne Highland
Patricia Hill
Joan Ashley Hodgell Estate
Margery Hoggard
Elsie Holden Fund
Paul J. Kersten Trust
Michael and Ina Korek  
     Foundation Trust
Dorothy A. Lander
Luther O. Larson
Judith Morley Levitan
Lynet Kay Lingenfelter
Dr. Ruth Lofgren
Estate of Norma E. Mallin
The Margie Fund
Teddy McCartney
Barbara McNeill
Edgar Mitchell
Estate of Hope Norton
Marjorie Paul
Mavis Roberts Estate
Elizabeth C. Rone
Robert and Margaret Root Family
Estate of Alison Ruedy
Claire H. Russell
Frank Salak
Marilyn Saunders
Elinor Scherl
Thomas H. Sharp Family Trust
Gayatri Margaret Shilbert
Mary Lou Skinner Ross Estate
Marybeth Smith
Estate of Barbara W. Stewart
Elaine Swain
Dr. Annette M. Vaillancourt
Richard and Carolyn Vash
Albert G. Wilson Family Trust
Ben Young

VISIONARY
C I R C L E
We express deep gratitude for these  
generous Visionary Circle Members who  
have provided for IONS in their estate plans. 

For more information about including IONS in your  
estate planning, or for any corrections, kindly contact  

Christie Larson at (707) 779-8215.
Our 501(c)(3) charitable registration number is 23-7236986



EXPLORERS CIRCLE ($50,000+)

Anonymous
Emerald Gate Charitable Trust

Mark Gober
Hittman Family Foundation

John Brockway Huntington Foundation
Calvin and Marilyn LeHew

Linda O’Bryant
Geoffrey & Leslie Oelsner

Patricia Beck Phillips Foundation
Mavis Roberts Estate

James Temerty
Claudia Welss

George Zimmer

FOUNDERS CIRCLE 
($10,000 to $25,000)

Anonymous
Loren & Rachel Carpenter
Marilyn Clements
The Clements Foundation Inc.
Steve Curtis
Dr. Margaret Ann Goldstein
Jim & Christina Grote
Mark Hurwich & Gale West
Louis & Ronda Leeburg
H. Bruce McEver
The Nancy P. and Richard K. Robbins 
     Family Foundation
Mr. Dean Watson and Mrs. Jan Ögren
Michael Potts
F. Bruce & Nancy Roberts
Segal Family - United World - 
     Honoring Fred Segal
Swell Skin
Paul & Diane Temple
Three Swallows Foundation
University of Virginia
Drs. Richard and Carolyn Vash

PRESIDENTS CIRCLE 
($5,000 to $10,000)

Anonymous
Robert Ablon
Elizabeth Coker
Coyote Wisdom Fund of Tides 
     Foundation, advised by 
     Harriet Crosby
Martha Easter-Wells
Sandra & Charles Hobson
Vijay Israni
Michelle Jurika
Richard Malato
PepsiCo Foundation
Jack & Nancy Russell Stone
Hwaguang Shew
The Stanny Foundation
Sook Yee Tai
Mike and Trish Zimburean

INVESTORS CIRCLE 
($2,000 to $5,000)

Anonymous
Joseph Yosi Amram
Carol E. Anderson & Archer H. 
     Christian
Aum Cellars
Ruthelen & Andrew Burns
The Carl Marks Foundation
Casey Family Fund of the 
     Oregon Community 
     Foundation
Don Clewell
Consciousness and Healing 
     Initiative
Mark Crewson
Lori Grace
Grace Family Foundation
Austin Marx & Ruth Gillespie
Gene & Dee Milstein
NextNow Collaboratory
Monica Pal
Janice Romanosky
Sally Henderson & David 
     Seidman
Daniel J. Thompson
Unity World Headquarters at 
     Unity Village
Johnny Verive & Shana Peete
Steve & Melinda Vernon
Kim Worsencroft & Dennis  	
     McEvoy

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE ($25,000 to $50,000)

Anonymous
Richard & Connie Adams

Bial Foundation
Bowling Green State University

Olivia Hansen
Stacey Lawson
Claire H. Russell

Ray Benton Family Fund
The Social Relations of Knowledge Institute

Fred Tsao

IONS is funded by visionary explorers committed to bridging science and spirituality. It is because 
of individuals like these that IONS has thrived for over 45 years. 
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PATRONS CIRCLE 
($1,000 to $2,000)

Anonymous
Franklin & Judy Adkinson
Ann Avery
Clara Alves Val Silva Babo
Cyrus Boga
James Brown
Joost Businger
Nancy Castle
Theresa Cheung
Donald Child & Wyn 
     Aubrey-Child
Dave & Ann Clute
Barbara Crisp & Mark 
     Nemschoff
Christine Crockett Smith
Marena Crosby
Jacquelyn Denney
Loren & Craig DeRoy
Antonio & Flora Dimalanta
Rosemary Field
Kathy & Gary Flynn
Dr. Edward Gelardin
Douglas & Donna George
Bill & Gayle Gladstone
Denis Greene
Nellie Grose
Richard S. & Lois Gunther
Samuel & Jean Guyton
Robert & Elke Hagge
The Halperin Foundation
Harris Fund
Mary Hoffman
Glenn Janss Charitable Fund
Albert Jordan
Loretta Julian
Louise Karr
Thomas Keck
Joyce and Paul Kilmartin
Myrna Klupenger
Eleanor Kneibler
Eve Konstantine
Dottie Koontz
Claire Lachance
Gerry LaLonde Berg

Lynne Law
Samantha Leskie
Kimberlee Lueders
Katherine Manker & Bruce 
     Gardner
Louisa Mattson
Dr. Catherine A. Mayer
Charles & Diane McKeague
Scott McRae
Lynn Montei
Linda-Lee Myers
Nancy Neal & Ron Demonet
Roger Nelson
New Harbinger Publications
Doug Noll
Janet Nordin
Cindy Osburg
Michelle Piranio
Molly C. Pratt
Yifang Qian
Joan Riemer
Belvie Rooks
Patricia Savadove
Jack Sawyer
William Bruce Sechrest
Thomas & Susan Silverio
Lois Farfel Stark
Renée Stephens
Dr. Elsa M. Swyers
Rebecca Tomblin
Townsend Fund of The 
     Denver Foundation
Jessica Utts
Leticia & Marcel Vega
Luiz & Maria D Villares
Jeff Walker
Debora Wayne
John Wendell
Sandy & Sarah Wiener
Karen Lerohl Wilson Family Fund
Whoa! Dough

SUPPORTER
($500 to $1,000) 

Anonymous
Tracy Barrett
Nelson C. Barry III
Marie Bauman
Tahdi Blackstone & Laurence 
     Sumner
The Valerie Brackett & Nikolaos 
     Monoyios Charitable Fund
Kathy and Peter Bresler
Miriam L. Burdick
C&C Equipment Company
Dr. Dennis Casad
Morey and Anne Chapman 
     Family Foundation
Sandra Chelnov
Susan Cooper
Ezekiel Cortez
Beatrice Coxhead
Benjamin Davidson
Melanie Dean
Sharon DeMartini
Michael & Holly Depatie
Henry & Paula Eisenhauer
Mary Faddick
Robin Figueroa & Richard M. 
     Rosston
Rebecca Fitton
Thomas Furness III
Tina Green
Rick Greinke
Maurice & Margaret Griffel Estate
J. David  and Pamela Hakman
Joan Halbert
Wendy Hastrich
Alexandria Hilton
Thomas Janisse
Marvin Jones
Andrew Koraleski
Becky Kreag
Stephen Leisge
E. John Lentini
John Lochner
Nancy & Jeffrey Lonstein
Suzanne Marriott

Stephanie Pace Marshall, Ph.D
Payne Middleton
Edwin Miller & Rita Crockett
Alexandra Ottaway
Dr. Melissa & Dcn. James Pearce
Cindy Pedersen
Jane Peery
Maria Poveromo
John & Lenore Reeve
Jean Sloss
Penelope More
Simon Strong
Mary Stuart & Bill Clutter
Melanie Valbert
Connie Vandergriff
Cassandra Vieten
Gertrude Ann Wade
Helané Wahbeh
Janet Walden
Diane Williams
Dianna Wilusz
Carl Christopher Zdenek
Carli Zug & Steve Szymanski

This list reflects donations received during 2019. We regret that space limitations do not permit listing all of our contributors. 
Kindly contact Christie Larson at (707) 779-8215 with any corrections.

A big thank you to our monthly sustainers who help 
to form the backbone of our financial health. 
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“What you 
do makes a 
difference, and 
you have to 
decide what kind 
of difference you 
want to make.”

Jane Goodall
English primatologist 

and anthropologist
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